
  

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Research has shown that children who read regularly, and are frequently read to, will make 

significantly more progress than those who do not. We want all of our children to love reading 

and to read for pleasure. Reading with your child for as little as 10 minutes every day can 

make an enormous difference and, is there anything nicer than snuggling up with your child 

to enjoy a great story? 

Throughout the year, we will be planning a range of exciting activities to promote reading. 

We are also very pleased to announce that we will have two Reading Champions this year! 

Our link with the poet Paul Cookson will continue and he will again be a regular feature in 

school. Alongside Paul as Reading Champion this year, we have Tom Palmer who will also be 

launching our World Cup topic in the summer.  

In this booklet you will find lots of information and tip tips to help you support your child with 

their reading. We have included some suggestions of our favourite books from Year 6 over 

the next few pages and there are some fantastic reads on the list! So, when you can find a 

minute, pick one and enjoy it with them. 

Enjoy the information enclosed and thank you for your continued support. 

Happy reading 

Mr Hall 

Assistant Head/English Lead 
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This year we have begun a project to increase our focus in supporting and developing 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ 

Speaking and listening give us the basic skills we need to communicate with the world 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀƴŘ 
respond to others as young children. Speaking and listening skills are the building blocks of 
learning.  

We recognise that both speaking and listening need active and consistent support and that 
these skills are absolutely central to how your child performs in school. In fact, there is a 
huge amount of evidence that tells us that those children who develop these skills most 
effectively go on to be most successful in life. 

Reading and discussions around books will play a big part in this. In school, we have already 
spent time looking at a fantastic range of wordless books and creating discussions around 
them and have also begun to look at creating video book reviews. You can really help your 
child get ahead by spending time reading with them, discussing what they have read and 
helping them really express their opinions. 
 
Keep an eye on our twitter feed @GLprimary and follow #BoroReads for more news and 
ideas! 

@GLprimary #BoroReads 
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²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ tŀǳƭ /ƻƻƪǎƻƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ 

ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

άLΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŀǘ DǊŜŜƴ [ŀƴŜ 

!ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ψ¢ƘŜ tƻŜǘǊȅ CŀŎǘƻǊΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 

ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ Ŧǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǘŜǊƳΗέ 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul is the only poet to win the National Reading Hero award which he received at 10 
Downing Street. With over sixty titles to his name, he has sold well over three quarters of a 
million books since he began work as a poet in 1989, and his poems appear in over two 
hundred other books. Paul is the official Poet in Residence for the National Football 
aǳǎŜǳƳΦ IŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ tƻŜǘ [ŀǳǊŜŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ тлΩǎ ƎƭŀƳ ǊƻŎƪŜǊǎ {ƭŀŘŜΗ 
 

 
 

 Find out more about Paul at www.paulcooksonpoet.co.uk 



²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ¢ƻƳ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

 άL ŀƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ŀǘ DǊŜŜƴ [ŀƴŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΥ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƻƻΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƪŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ όŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻōōƛŜǎύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƻΦ DǊŜen Lane is a perfect match 

ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦέ 

 

 

 
Originally from Leeds, and previously shortlisted for the Blue Peter Prize, Tom Palmer is 
best known for his Football Academy and Foul Play series. He credits articles about football 
with getting him into reading and libraries across the country attest to the fact that he is 
one of the main motivating factors for boys getting into books today. Tom lives in West 
Yorkshire. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find out more about Tom at www.Tompalmer.co.uk 
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